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and shy and inoffensive. Four species occur in
America, the best known being T. americanus,
the common tapir of Brazil and Paraguay. The
American tapirs are hunted both for their skin
and their flesh.

Tappan Bay, or Tappan Zee, an expan-
sion of the Hudson River, 10 m. long and 3 m.
wide, n. of Irvington. The chief places on its
shores are Nyack, Tarrytown, and Ossining.

Tar is the complex mixture of hydrocarbons
and hydrocarbon derivatives, obtained when
wood, shale, or coal is destructively distilled.
It is in general a black or very dark brown vis-
cous liquid with a distinctive smell. The
principal kind of tar is described under COAL
TAR. The wood tar collected in cavities below
the heaps in which charcoal is burned is very
thick, with a strong, empyreumatic odor. It is
acid, from the presence of acetic acid, and
contains paraffins, resins, and particularly the
higher phenols and aromatic ethers. Wood tar
is distilled to obtain creosote. Paraffin and
patch are also produced. Wood tar is used for
preserving wood, rope, and felt, in the prepara-
tion of an ointment for skin diseases, and is
used internally for bronchitis.

Tara, hill, County Meath, Ireland, 6 m. s.e.
of Navan; site of the capital and palace of the
early Irish kings, and a noted seat of learning.
Tara Fern, the name given to the common
bracken in New Zealand, where the rootstock
used to be a staple article of food.

Tarantula, a species of venomous spider.
The true tarantula (Lycosa tarantula), is one of
the largest of spiders, an inch or more in length,
and a swift hunter. Its bite is much dreaded,
and was long supposed to cause tarantism, but
as a matter of fact the bite is painful but not
dangerous. The American tarantula is Eury-
pelma hentzi, a large hairy mygaloid spider,
much dreaded in the Southwestern United
States.

Tar a scans, or Tarasco, a middle-American
linguistic stock. Their civilization in some re-
spects excelled that of the Aztecs, to which the
ruins of their buildings, their work in gold and
silver, and their beautiful armor work bear
witness. They now form the bulk of the popu-
lation of the province of Michoacan, Mexico,
and were the first of the tribes to revolt against
Spanish rule (1810).

Tarbell, Edmund C. (1862-1938), Amer-
ican figure painter, was born in West Groton
Mass. He made a specialty of outdoor sun-
light scenes, notable for their grace and vigor.
Among his paintings are Josephine and Mtrcti
(Corcoran Art Gallery); Girl Reading (Cin-
cinnati Museum) j The Golden Screen (Penn-

sylvania Academy); My Children in the Woods
(Boston Museum).
Tarbell, Ida Minerva (1857-1944), Am.
author, was born in Erie co., Pa. In her
listorical and investigational writings she
adopted a system of seeking her material, as
:ar as possible, from first-hand sources, and
gathering personal reminiscences and explana-
ions from men still living. Among her pub-
lished works are A Short Life of Napoleon
Bonaparte (1895); Life of Abraham Lincoln
(2 vols. 1900); History of tJie Standard Oil
Company (2 vols. 1904), a strong indictment of
the business methods of that concern; He
Knew Lincoln (1907); Father Abraham (1909);
The Tariff in Our Own Times (1911); The
Ways of Women (1915); Life of Judge Gary
(1925); A Reporter for Lincoln (1927); Owen
D. Young, a New Type of Industrial Leader
(1932).
Tardieu, Andre (1876-1945), French
public official, was born in Paris. As a young
man was Attache at the Berlin Embassy.
Later he was one of the editors of Le Temps
and in 1917-18 was French Special Commis-
sioner to the United States. He was a member
of the Peace Conference where he was closely
associated with M. Clemenceau, whose policy
he ardently defended then and later. He was
Minister of Public Works of the Liberated
Regions in 1926, Minister of the Interior in the
Briand cabinet, and he has several times served
as Premier of France. Tardieu wrote The
Truth aboitt tJte Treaty (1921); France and
America (1927), and other works.
Tarentum, (Green Tar as), ancient Greek
colony in Southern Italy, at the extreme
northern point of the Gulf of Tarentum, the
only colony ever founded (707 B.C.) by Spar-
tans. It became very prosperous, chiefly owing
to its trade in woolen fabrics.
Target, any object at which a gun or other
weapon may be aimed, fired, or discharged. In
actual war, the target may be a man, troops, a
fortification (or part of one), a ship, or a boat;
For the training of men in marksmanship,
either with small arms or heavy guns, targets
of many kinds are used. For small-arm firing
the recruit is tested in aiming at a point, and
then in firing at a target which consists of
paper or cloth stretched over a framework, and
having a central bull's eye and surrounding
circles of ellipses. For further instruction,
special targets shaped to represent the silhou-
ettes of men lying down, kneeling, or standing
are used; also moving targets.
Targets for field artillery are of cloth stretch-
ed on frames, either rectangular or in the shape